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	The research paper treats the eight Millennium Development Goals set by the United Nations in the year 2000. The United Nations States have agreed to attempt to achieve these goals by the year 2015. 


Executive Summary:  

There are 6 years 304 days 10 hours 32 minutes 20 seconds to reach the deadline for the Millennium Development Goals. At the current date, there is great uncertainty as to whether the UN will be able to achieve the goals by the set date. At the midpoint for the MDGs set date, the research done on the topic suggests that most probably they will fail on achieving the goals by the year 2015. Nevertheless the efforts that have been provided for these goals has been enormous and for that reason, the attempt will not be considered a failure whatsoever, it would rather be considered a complete success because of the achievements they will have accomplished at the due date. Thus far many achievements have been made as you will see in our analysis of the MDGs below.
The eight goals set by the UN and 189 participating states out the 192 that are currently enrolled in the UN, all seek an increase in development throughout the world. The global aim of these goals is to reach a point where the world can be proud of the increased productivity of countries which now seems impossible will ever be able to achieve it and prosperity will be the consequence to follow after the MDGs have been achieved, be it by 2015 or later. 

Introduction:  
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight goals which were created by 189 participating states of the United Nations at the beginning of the year 2000. The participating states have agreed to try to achieve these goals by the year 2015. The goals expected to be achieved are: to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and empower women, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability and finally to develop a global partnership for development. These 189 states and the member organizations of the United Nations will be the key contributors to allocate the resources need to achieve these eight goals. 


After careful research on the eight MDGs we have found significant information regarding the current situations of each goal, the achievements thus far and the problems encountered in trying to successfully achieve them. We will provide specific actions that have and are currently taking place. Additionally; I will examine the historical background on how the participating states came up with these specific goals. We will list UN resolutions that had an impact regarding the issue and the recent developments of each goal. Furthermore we will examine countries actively involved in the progress of these goals and their current positions on the issues including the help provided by participating states. To conclude we will address potential actions that the UN can carry out in order to achieve these goals by the target date.   
Current Situation/Actions Taken: 
The United Nations and the participating states have listed the MDGs in order of importance. The first goal of the United Nations is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. They want to achieve two targets, first they want to reduce by one half from 1990 to 2015 the numbers of people that live on an income of less than one dollar a day; and the number of people that suffer from hunger. 
 Many countries of sub-Saharan Africa have been experiencing and increase in rice production thus allowing farmers, who used to live on an income of less than one dollar a day, to produce enough rice to feed their families and be able to make profit in the market creating an increase in their income and allowing them to afford commodities.
 This was made possible by the creation of NERICA, New Rice of Africa (A hybrid between the Asian and the African Rice). This rice is special in that it has “higher yield, shorter growth duration, resistance to local stresses and higher protein content than traditional rice varieties.”
 This special rice was created by an organization called WARDA which is assisted by three supporting organizations of the UN which are the UNDP, the FAO and the ECA.
 Much progress has been done and further studies are being established in order to develop more agricultural advances which will yield positive results as we have seen with the creation of NERICA.
Improvement shows that between 1995 and 2004 in Nepal poverty dropped from 42% to an actual poverty rate of less than 28% of the population. However it is still the Nepalese government’s first priority to reduce this number even lower. Along with the UNDP, the Nepalese government has been able to allocate micro-credit loans to individuals with entrepreneurial skills who otherwise wouldn’t be able to obtain a loan. The reason for doing this is that new small businesses allow for better living conditions and lower the poverty rates. Amongst these types of businesses, a 23 year old, operates a mushroom farm in the basement of his home. The Microenterprise Development Program strives to market these products in order to increase small business productivity.
 

The second goal of the MDGs is to achieve universal primary education, for this goal the UN has one key objective; they want children all around the world, male and female, to be able to complete a full primary education course. This has been an ongoing project over the years where the enrollment in primary education has risen as we can see in current examples. In Ghana from 2004 to 2005 enrollment in primary education increased from 4.2 million to 5.4 million nationwide including the most rundown neighborhoods. Before the year 2004, it was almost impossible for low income families to afford primary education for their children because the school fees and all other costs such as uniforms and books composed more than one quarter of their income. This was a very high cost considering that many of these families live on less than one dollar a day. The way they were able to increase enrollment by such drastic numbers was because they eliminated the school fees. This was also done in Kenya where the numbers were even higher including a 1.2 million increase in 2003, climbing to a significant 7.2 by 2004.This method of eliminating school fees has caught the attention of many organizations supported by the UN as is the case of UNICEF, the World Bank, USAID and other contributing associations, which are working on a “How to” guide to achieve enrollment in primary education for developing countries.


Countries in South America and the Caribbean have also been trying to decrease the apparent effect of poor education. These countries have opted to use government funds in order to provide more affordable education for their poorest communities. Although this effort has been a complete success in some countries (Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay) who will be able to attain the MDGs by 2015;
 others have a had a rough ride as we see in the case of Haiti, where UN agencies and NGO’s had to take action and make substantial monetary contributions which included providing training for teachers, materials and supplies for 33 schools. This effort helped 4,300 children who weren’t able to go to school due to the costs of school materials and supplies. Thanks to these organizations as well as sponsors such as the UNDP and soccer players like Ronaldo and Zidane these children can now take advantage of a complete primary education.
 In addition many Latin American and Caribbean nations don’t seem to be in a good track to meet the MDGs. A research done by UNESCO and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), found that 12 out of the 22 countries conforming the region will not be able to achieve the goal by year 2015 with government funds only, they will require external aid, so far the UN is investigating efficient ways to approach these countries.


The third goal of the MDGs is to promote gender equality and empower women. The MDGs would like women to have the opportunity to have both primary and secondary education by 2005 and have all levels of education by 2015. In order to tackle this issue worldwide the UN has brought together a group of organizations such as the UNDP the UNIFEM and the UNCDF in order to create gender equality in local development and better access to resources and services for women. The program is currently being implemented in five of Africa’s less developed countries, with an aim of providing gender responsive planning, budgeting, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. The way they are promoting this is by increasing women participation in local governments such that their opinions on local issues are addressed equitably as the ones addressed by male counterparts.
 A good example of these measures came with the recent elections for Presidency and parliament in Rwanda. For the first time in the history of the country, free and fair elections were held; the referendum for a new constitution contained the highest number of women allowed in parliament in any country in the whole world. Now in Rwanda there is a minimum of 30 parliamentary seats for women, meaning that the UNDP and other organizations have been successful in promoting women equality. 


Child mortality is the fourth Millennium Development Goal. The target for this goal is to reduce the under-five child mortality rate by two thirds from 1990 to 2015. The primary cause of child mortality in developing and underdeveloped countries is diseases such as tetanus, malaria, and measles. The reason why these diseases are affecting these individuals is because they come from low income families that cannot afford these common vaccines or medical assistance for affected children. 


One of the nations that has been a focus for the UN and the participating countries regarding child mortality is Burundi, which after a civil war, was infected by malaria in most of the territory of the country, from areas where it was a common disease to areas where malaria had not been exposed before. The people living in the areas which hadn’t been exposed were more vulnerable to die from the disease because they had not acquired protection. During this period malaria struck affected more than half of the population of Burundi. In efforts to reduce child mortality caused by malaria, the government along with agencies such as ECHO, the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office and UNICEF changed the drug policy in 2003 in order to implement prevention and treatment of the disease. The government has provided both insecticides as a method of prevention and in case that fails, they also have medicines readily available for medical treatment to help save children’s lives.


Improving maternal health is the next Millennium Development Goal. The United Nations’ target for this goal is to reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio from 1990 to 2015. The main issue relating this goal is to end Fistula which is the rupture in the birth canal which is common when there is a long lasting and obstructing birth. Often after this rupture, women end up incontinent, lonely and unenthusiastic. Usually Fistula can be treated in nine out of ten women yet in some countries the inefficiency of medical healthcare and the lack of access leave these women untreated and therefore exposed to death in most of the cases.


The Department for International Development (DFID) is trying to improve maternal health by helping women during their pregnancies or during labour stages to seek medical assistance either by a midwife or a doctor. They are also providing information for women on how to prevent pregnancy when they can’t afford it and how to become pregnant when they want to. The DFID has made progress during the last three years by providing successful programs which has increased maternal health by 34%. Funds contributed for the program come from organizations such as the UN Population Fund and the World Health Organization (WHO). In addition, progress will only be made in this goal when improvements in areas such as low status of women, poor nutrition and better education; are made.


The sixth goal in the Millennium Development Goals is to combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases. For this goal the UN has come up with two targets, they want to have halted by the year 2015, the spread of HIV/AIDS and started to cut down on the number of infected individuals; and have halted and started to cut down on the spread of Malaria and other major diseases. The main reason why the UN and participating countries came up with this goal can be summarized with the following quote, “Health is a value in itself. But health also enhances learning, increases productivity, prompts growth, and reduces poverty”.
 The previous statement clearly states why the importance of health can help achieve other goals and hence improve our world. 


Agencies of the United Nations such as the UNDP and UNAIDS have partnered with other organizations like the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation in order to create a new plan for fighting HIV/AIDS in Ecuador. These agencies believed that the plan recently launched in 2007 needed some restructuring if they wanted to meet the MDGs by 2015. The new plan is both concerned in prevention and intervention. They want to prevent the general population from being exposed to the disease and in the other hand they want to intervene in specific groups which have a high-risk of getting the disease and/or spreading it. UNIFEM has also undertaken a major part in the effort to prevent the disease from spreading by providing information about women and their vulnerability of obtaining the disease. The UNDP along with the Equatorial government have been working on AIDS policies which include the testing and counseling for infected individuals in the society.

Likewise, similar efforts are being made around the world focusing on the Sub-Saharan population which has been more affected than others with regard to these major diseases. In this attempt, the government of Mozambique with help provided by the WHO has been actively involved in providing insecticide-treated nets that are being distributed free of charge to targeted zones of the population where high risk of Malaria infections is being recorded. Also education about the diseases is being provided to individuals in the communities such that health measures are taken on an individual basis. These types of efforts will help on halting the spread of these major diseases by the year 2015.

Ensure environmental sustainability makes up the seventh target goal set by the MDG. The target objective of this goal is to improve overall health of the environment by providing sanitation, potable water and a clean atmosphere. The goals is to create policies and principals that will rescue and restore the loss of environmental resources, to cut by one half the amount of people who currently do not have clean potable water  by 2015, and by 2020 improve the living conditions of about 100 million slum dwellers (http://www.mdgmonitor.org/goal7.cfm).  Currently the most affected demographic by these environmental issues are the poor and poor countries. In many of these developing countries environmental resources play an important role in sustainability. Many are dependent on natural resources such as “timber, agricultural crops, fuel and minerals for their livelihoods and for economic growth.”
 It is crucial for the economic growth and health of the people of these countries to have a clean environmental condition. 

            Currently, the United Kingdom along with the Partners of Water and Sanitations (PAWS), that is composed by different organizations such as engineering companies, law firms, water companies and NGOs are contributing to the improvements of water in Africa.  In 2006 thousands of Africans had access to potable water. Other achievements of these organizations headed by the UK were : “the improvement of water in over 50 towns in Uganda, the development of strategies that allows for more effective water and sanitation services in South Africa, the twinning scheme which has extended the provision of customer care to 350, 000 people in Zululand and uThungulu, the establishment of water consumer associations in three small towns in Benue State, Nigeria, and finally supporting the development of water quality strategy in Benue State, which is now improving the water sanitation for 340,000 people.”
 

The last Millennium Development Goal is to develop a global partnership for development and one that wraps up all of the previous ones in that it calls for countries to unite for a single cause, development. The word development can be seen from different points of views but always in the context of going forward and improving. The targets set by the UN for this goal are; to develop fair and open trading and financial systems, with no corruption, development and poverty reduction; to address the special need of the less developed countries; to address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small island developing states; to deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries in order to make debt sustainable in the long term; in coordination with developing countries, develop and create strategies for decent and productive work for youth; in coordination with pharmaceutical companies provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing countries; and finally in coordination with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies.


Thus far, success has been made in the issue, amongst the current events, we find that the UNDP in an effort to eradicate poverty and make services available to the worst off in areas where these services don’t reach, national and multinational companies have participated in extending their services to these individuals. In Kenya for example, the UNDP has been able to set up 10 partnership projects. The aim of these projects is to expand business possibilities around the country. Amongst these projects, there was the project of a juice maker who used to import the concentrates for his mango juice from other countries. However Kenya is one of the main producers of mango, the problem is that due to poor harvesting these mangoes are rotten and not eatable. The UNDP encouraged many farmers to harvest their mangoes and now the juice maker imports his mango concentrates from these farmers thus cutting on losses from trade barriers and also creating a business opportunity for the farmers. “Kenya's 10 Growing Sustainable Business initiative projects are expected to generate over US$70 million in additional revenues and create thousands of jobs, reaching an estimated 42,000 beneficiaries.”

Historical Background on the Issue:  
The UN is an organization that strives to improve global issues. The Millennium Development Goals were commissioned in 2002 in order to be able to address the ongoing problems of poverty, hunger and disease around the globe. By 2005 after research and development a body of advisors submitted a Millennium Project report with recommendations on actions that could be taken to reduce and eliminate poverty, hunger and disease. Many improvements have been made, between 1990 and 2002 , average incomes increased by 21%, overall poverty declined by 130 million, increases in life expectancy increased to 65years and child mortality rate decreased, additionally 8% of the worlds developing nations received potable water and a 15% increase in sanitary conditions. Although all of the goals have been addressed there has been no uniformity across the nation’s improvements and goals. One of the countries with extreme necessity is sub-Sahara Africa. On the other hand Asia is one of the countries with the most progress, yet there is still much poverty in the country. Other regions which include Latin America, the Middle East, and North Africa have had slow but continuous progress.
 

The MDGs play an important role in the UN’s mission. In order for the UN to provide support and help to their impoverished nations it has developed special programs that provide support. One of the UN’s most significant programs is the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), which in itself includes many organizations that are involved in promoting and improving a range of global issues. Amongst them, are the World Health Organization, UNAIDS, Global Fund to fight AIDS Tuberculosis and Malaria. Under the same development umbrella the UN also has promoted human development through other organizations that provide funds such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Group. 

The UN is an organization that strives to improve global issues. The MDGs play an important role in the UN’s mission. The MDG’s are important for the overall improvement of the global community. Each of these eight goals are all inter related. By successfully improving these goals we can achieve global stability and reduce poverty and death. One of the programs that have contributed to the resolution of these eight problems is the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), which includes many organizations that help in promoting and developing strategies as well as funds to improve global issues.  Organizations that make part of the UNDP are: the World Health Organization (WHO), UNAIDS, Global Fund to fight AIDS Tuberculosis and Malaria, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank Group. 
Country Positions:

Amongst the countries that are required to achieve the most, have the largest targets to reach and are the ones of most concern because of their lack of development or their very slow development are the Sub-Saharan African countries. We include them all because each of them has a substantial role in the progress and achievements of the MDGs. All of these countries are committed and actively working on some or all of the goals presented by the UN and participating countries. They have a global responsibility to work as hard as they can with UN support organizations and other NGOs in order to achieve maximum development. Nevertheless their strong efforts and their commitment to improve and develop don’t seem to be in track on the midpoint on achieving the MDGs as stated in an article released by the UN with the purpose of providing an update for 2007 of Africa and the Millennium Development Goals. “At the midway point between their adoption in 2000 and the 2015 target date for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, sub-Saharan Africa is not on track to achieve any of the Goals. Although there have been major gains in several areas and the Goals remain achievable in most African nations, even the best governed countries on the continent have not been able to make sufficient progress in reducing extreme poverty in its many forms.”
 


On the other side of the spectrum is the United States one of the few countries that is not having to battle with these extreme conditions. Although they are not directly affected by these extreme conditions the United States is active in trying to raise funds through organizations such as the United Methodist Church and the Lutheran World Movement. Currently the U.S is trying to raise around $200 million in order to battle malaria in Africa.
 Along with the United States, the United Kingdom is working hard to provide its support in contributing to the achievement of the MDGs. In order to achieve the MDGs by 2015 the UK has distributed 903 million pounds to target income poverty and hunger, they are donating this money through the DFID. They have also committed to donate 412 million pounds through the DFID to promote primary education. They have also donate 297 million pounds to empower women, 465 million pounds to reduce child mortality, 324 million pounds to improve maternal health, 525 million pounds to reduce HIV/AIDS and malaria, and finally 605 million pounds to promote environmental stability.


It is evident that many countries that are dealing with these global issues directly are trying to make as much improvements as possible. The best example is Africa which is working along with different organizations. At the same time we can see how nations that are not directly affected are working hard to provide support to these impoverished countries. The best example is the United Kingdom that along with the DFID is donating millions of pounds in an effort to combat these issues before 2015. 

Potential Current Actions:  
As stated earlier on the paper, the United Nations through most of the organizations they represent and in accordance with the participating states, have made great successes towards the Millennium Development Goals that they had set at the Millennium Summit in 2000. We have seen particular current actions that have been taken towards achieving each one of the goals they have set with their specific targets. Nevertheless, there is a great chance that they will not be able to achieve all their goals, but they will have made vast achievements that they should be proud of and also try to maintain and continue working to achieve them even though the date catches up on them. 

Disregarding the fact that they might not make the MDGs by the expected date there are still many actions that can be taken to keep on aiming for their target of pursuing all these goals by the year 2015. Amongst the potential current actions that can be undertaken by the United Nations is to keep on providing aid on a day to day basis to those countries that are fighting poverty. To keep on raising funds from those countries to which the effect is not direct but rather indirect as is the case of the United States and the United Kingdom amongst others. 
Another potential current action that the UN should undertake is to keep providing the funds through the World Bank and other organizations to countries such that they will be able to provide a public primary education. If governments provide free education, the goal of achieving universal primary education will become much easier because as we have seen from previous examples in Africa, the technique works in places where people with low income can’t afford the basic of an education for their child. A lack of education will also result in more poverty because less educated people will find it harder to search for jobs and thus won’t be able to produce the bare minimum to survive. 
Regarding the third MDG, concerned with gender equality and empowerment of women I believe that the UN could target those places where gender discrimination takes place the most. Amongst those places are most of the Arab countries where women are restrained from achieving very few if any position in the government. By tackling those countries first, if they are successful, they will be able to create an example for the rest of the countries where the problem persists and make the population aware of such issues. 

In order to reduce child mortality potential current actions that can be taken regard improving health services in many countries. Along with the World Health Organization and UNICEF, the UN could work in accordance with pharmaceutical companies in order to provide more affordable healthcare in order to be able to vaccinate children from major diseases and also be able to cure them in the case they get them. This current action has a high correlation with goal number five and number six aiming improve maternal health and combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases as these are some of the major causes of child mortality, they also affect a vast amount of the adult population as well.

The seventh goal that for which there are potential current actions that can be taken is regarding environmental sustainability. The UN could begin by working with local governments in order to create necessary regulations for business developments and create a concern in the general population by educating them on the benefits of going green and staying green. By doing this, not only will regulations enforce companies to adapt to environmental sustainability, but they will also want to do it because it is what their customers require from them.

In what regards the last goal about a global partnership for development the UN should emphasize the necessity of peace in the world and easier trade barriers for developing countries. The UN should try to make countries work with one another in order to create a friendlier environment in which development is supported by neighbor countries or countries with the necessary tools for development to occur, such as economic base and technological advance as well as all other aspects for development. 
The fact that they don’t reach the MDGs by the set date will not mean that they don’t deliver on their promises, the set goals have a very high expectancy rate and it would be completely understandable if they don’t reach them. Also, their efforts will not have been in vain because they already have taken the initiative and given the countries in need, the tools to keep on working on the goals. 
Suggested Readings: 
· The Millennium Project: A plan for meeting the Millennium Development Goals. The Lancet, Volume 365, Issue 9456, Pages 347-353. J. Sachs, J. McArthur

· Read this in order to get an idea of the reasons why the UN came up with the MDGs and what they want to achieve, also what they have done so far.

· Population, Health and Development in Ghana. Attaining the Millennium Development Goals by Chuks, J. Mba (Editor), Stephen, O. Kwankye (Editor)

· In this book you will find that the policy makers and the scholars who wrote it reflect on the achievements they have made about goals regarding population and health in Ghana.

· Millennium Development Goals, The: A Latin American and Caribbean Perspective
by United Nations (Author)

· This report addresses an in-depth analysis of what the MDGs are and what they hope to achieve. Notice that the report was written by the UN so the information provided is very concrete.
· Targeting Development: Critical Perspectives on the Millennium Development Goals (Routledge Studies in Development Economics) 
by Richard Black (Author)
· The text mainly refers to Development as a whole but then emphasizes on how the MDGs promote development and it also looks into goal number eight which is to develop a global partnership for development.
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Appendix (Resolutions)
	Millennium Declaration 2005
	 


The UN General Assembly (GA) convened on 6 April and adopted the resolution deciding to convene a High Level Meeting in New York in 2005 as a follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit in 2000. 

The major event in 2005 will be responsible for the following:

a) review of the progress made in the fulfillment of all commitments contained in the Millennium Declaration 
b) review of progress made in fulfillment of the internationally agreed development goals and the global partnership required for their achievement
c) review of progress made in the integrated and coordinated implementation of the outcomes and commitments of the major UN conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields

The General Assembly has requested the Secretary General to submit to the next session of the GA (September 2004) a report on suggested modalities, format and organization of this major event. The President of the General Assembly is expected to carry out open-ended consultations in this regard.

A number of Member States took the floor before adopting this resolution, which has been the subject of intense negotiations for several months.

New Zealand, on behalf of Australia, Canada and New Zealand expressed concern that the event is not given the responsibility to reaffirm previously agreed outcomes. New Zealand said it was essential that the 2005 meeting focus squarely on the question of implementation and said the event should also take into account the findings of the Secretary General's High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

Ireland, on behalf of the European Union, said the EU was ready to make a substantive contribution to the event that will conduct a stocktaking of progress made in implementing the Millennium Declaration and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The EU said on 27 April EU Development Ministers invited the European Commission to take forward work on the preparation and coordination of a consolidated EU contribution to the international stocktaking of the MDGs. It is expected that a synthesis report prepared by the European Commission would be submitted to the EU Development Ministers no later than April 2005.

Japan said the event is the opportune moment to discuss UN reform matters, particularly reform of the Security Council. It is an important component of the Millennium Declaration, Japan said, and should be a legitimate focus of the discussion next year.

Switzerland, Croatia and Norway raised concerns over the inadequate level of transparency involved in these months’ long negotiations and urged that the process going forward should be truly open-ended to include all interested delegations.

Qatar, on behalf of the G-77 and China supported the resolution. 

While no schedule has been set, it is expected that the President of the General Assembly will begin related consultations in the near future.

For background information on the Millennium Declaration and MDGs, please use the following link: http://www.un-ngls.org/millennium_development_goals.htm


Sincerely yours, 
UN-NGLS

Summary

The resolution addresses the opinions of the different countries on what they believe about the MDGs. New Zealand expresses that they should meet in 2005 to speak about the progress made. Ireland representing the EU gives complete support in whatever they can do to help achieve the MDGs. Japan says that they should focus on the next year. Switzerland, Croatia and Norway were concerned on problems with transparency.
Resolution #4 - Policy

I. Title Millennium Development Goals and the Diocese of New Hampshire 

II. Author: The Rev. Randolph K. Dales 

III. Intent: To follow up on the actions of the 2004 diocesan convention and the 2006 General Convention to continue support for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (D022) as a priority for the Diocese of New Hampshire 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 204th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire reaffirm the commitment of the 202nd Convention to affirm and embrace the Millennium Development Goals to: 

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

· Achieve universal primary education 

· Promote gender equality and empower women 

· Reduce child mortality 

· Improve maternal health 

· Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

· Ensure environmental sustainability, and 

· Create a global partnership for development with a focus on debt, aid, and trade; 

and strive to fulfill the 202nd Convention's commitment of giving 0.7% of the annual Diocese Budget and giving 0.7% of the income from one of the Diocesan Endowment Funds by the Trustees of the Diocese to fund international development programs; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the diocese join with the 75th General Convention (2006) in urging each congregation and parishioner to commit to 0.7% giving toward these goals by July 7, 2007 (07/07/07); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bishop be requested to designate the Last Sunday after Pentecost, or such days as may be designated ecumenically for commendation of the MDGs, as a special time of prayer, fasting and giving in the Episcopal Church toward global reconciliation and the Millennium Development Goals; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this 204th Annual Convention endorse "The ONE Campaign," the U.S. movement for the MDGs, through The Episcopal Church's "ONE Episcopalian" campaign, calling on all congregations and individuals to join the ONE Episcopalian campaign; and publicly endorse The ONE Campaign's call for the United States government to annually spend an additional one percent of its budget to combat global poverty, and to be active advocates for the achievement of this work; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bishop be encouraged to appoint a committee or task force to support and encourage the fulfillment of this commitment in the diocese. 

IV. Rationale: The General convention of the Episcopal Church established the Millennium Development Goals as first mission priority for this coming triennium, and there has been widespread adoption of 0.7% giving for the implementation of those goals by dioceses, congregations and individuals. This resolution seeks to continue and enhance the work of achieving those goals, and additionally it calls upon New Hampshire Episcopalians to support the ONE Episcopalian Campaign in urging the US government to add one percent to its annual budget to combat global poverty. 

V. Plan of Action: The task force/committee appointed by the bishop will assist congregations in their education and advocacy for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals as well as making recommendations to the Diocesan Council concerning allocation of 0.7 percent giving to implement those goals. 

VI. Projected Costs: Any costs for materials, mailing or copying are expected to be minimal and can be funded through existing resources of the Human Needs Consultation. 

VII: Accountability: The task force/committee will report to Diocesan Council and through council to Diocesan Convention. Congregations will be asked to include reports of 0.7% giving in their Annual Parish Report submitted to the bishop along with the Parochial Report.

Summary

The resolution addresses the support of the Episcopal Church with the MDGs. It says that the Episcopal Church is willing to be actively involved in contributing whatever they can for the success of achieving the MDGs by the year 2015.
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